































































































PARKS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Council of the County of Maui

June 8, 2006

primarily at the North-South Collector right now--right--because this is going to be the main trunk that
does connect the whole community with a walking and biking path that would allow, you know, all the
way through. So I think . .. if there was some kind of interim measure that you needed to take right
away, the two things I would see would be: 1. the North-South Collector, in making sure that we have
an easement that goes all the way through; and then 2. working with Parks Department to really making
sure that any other connections that are on this. So to me really the most . . . the best thing would be to
just get this whole thing on a map as soon as you can because then everything else would flow from
there. You know ...um. .. 'cause if we get the connector but we don’t have these other connectors,
well we’ve lost some; and I think that this keeps coming back around. I mean we could take interim
steps but the sooner this is all there, the sooner we can start . . . the other things start to flow from that,
you know, whether it’s the easements that we need to get or the park assessments that we need to address
or any of these other issues, so . .. and even working with Public Works, know that this . . . because in
this plan is the whole streetscape Part II. ‘We’re working right now with Public Works on Ohana Road
and how we’re gonna redesign that and . . . and putting in a roundabout instead of a stoplight, so all of
these things go back to “is there a plan?” Is there anything official? Is there anything that’s policy that’s
been determined by the Council? And right now, there isn’t.

CHAIR JOHNSON: And that’s basically where I'm going with this, that if there are other more ... uh...
critical details that need to be flushed out, whether it’s on KCAs part or the community in meetings, I'm
more concerned about trying to move forward some initiative to actually assist you and really that
honors the work that’s been done in this study; and do it as quickly as possible.

MR. BERTRAM: As quickly as possible, yes.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Member Anderson?

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Yes, thank you, Madam Chair. You know, with all the money that we’ve
spent, the GIS capabilities that this County has right now, they could take this plan and in a week’s time
have this all mapped out on the GIS system. I'mean . .. right, Chris?

MR. HART: Yeah, it’s possible. Sure.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Sol...

MR. HART: We have a lot of it available electronically as well. So you know, it’s not that it couldn’t . . . I
mean they wouldn’t have to scan the material or anything like that.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Right. Right. I mean it’s no reinvention of anything. It’s just click, click,
click on the computer. So maybe we could, through this committee, send a request to the Administration
that they take this plan and these specific maps and site them on a GIS program, so that we have it in a
more detailed format--

MR. HART: Right.
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COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: --that we could then use . . . um . . . and I don’t see, you know, getting this
finalized--and correct me if I'm wrong, Joe--but I don’t see . . . because you guys are the ones that are
gonna be doing the final work, I don’t see this taking a whole lot of time. And you know, Chris has done
the meat of the work already; so . ..um ... you know, I can foresee us adopting this in the very near
future. And in the meantime, have the Administration get all this on the GIS and pump it out so that
we’ve got definitive roads, TMKs, and actual square footage of what we need here. And we’re gonna
probably need some assistance from Chris on this because, you know, these red arrows don’t say how
wide it is or anything.

MR. HART: Iknow. Iknow. Yeah.
COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: So it needs to be a little bit more specific.
MR. HART: Right.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: But in regards, aside from that issue, and I know we want to wind up here
__um. .. I’d like to know ... because I was not on the Council when you passed a resolution in

regards to the gym.
CHAIR JOHNSON: Uh-huh.
COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: I'm looking at this ...um... you know, we went from a 150 acre

regional park to a 44 acre regional park and now we’re narrowing down the uses even more. On this
44 acre park, we had six ball fields, six tennis courts, a community center, and an amphitheatre--

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Can you use your mike?

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: --as well as a picnic area.

MR. BERTRAM: Oh, your mike.

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Michelle, can you use your microphone?

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Oh, I'm sorry. Ranting on, I figured you could hear me.
... (chuckled) . .. Actually, it’s in my way. That’s why I moved it. ... (chuckled) ... And so now,
instead of six tennis courts, we have a recycling center. And I was not at all in favor of that and argued
with the Public Works Director about it and he assured me it’s gonna be visually pleasing and that it
won’t take up all six courts, and that maybe only two courts are gonna be lost; but that remains to be

seen. So I would like to know how much space are we gonna lose to the gym? And . .. let’s just start
with that.
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MR. HART: We have all that, Councilwoman. Yes . ..uh...it’s available and it really wouldn’t be difficult to
update this plan in the context of the revised master . .. or plan for the park. I don’t know exactly. 1
can’t give you information about the square footage of the gym right here and, you know . . .

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Yeah. But just off the top of your head, Chris, are we gonna lose one ball
field?

MR. HART: 1 think actually, it’s more like--with parking--I think, we lose two. Yeah.
COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Yeah.
MR. HART: Now, you know, I might be wrong but I think that’s . . . that seems to be what I recall.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: And so then I’'m wondering also ...um ... we hear that Kihei’s gonna
get a high school--

MR. BUCK: Right.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: --and it could happen within a couple of years. Would that high school
have a gym? And is the purpose of this gym to fill in for the loss . . . for the lack of a gym because we
don’t have a high school? And is the gym gonna be used primarily for the intermediate school next
door? And you know, I want to know . . . (chuckled) . . . where the benefit to the general public is?

MR. BUCK: Let me try to see if I can answer that for you. Lanai has two gyms--one high school gym, one
County gym. Hana has one gym, but that’s a high school gym. Lahaina has two gyms--one for the
public and one for the high school. Central, I lose track of how many is in here. East District has two
... three, two County gyms, no, more than two. I lost track of that.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: They got enough.

MR. BERTRAM: Yeah. Even Molokai has two gyms. Okay. South district has zero gyms. Okay. Right now,
about two times a year, because for some reason all the kids in Kihei like to play basketball. We have
about 400-500 kids who play in a league all on the outdoor courts. That’s one of the reasons why we’re
looking at a gymnasium for them, a small one for right now. Without any intention . . . because when
we had talked about the gymnasium, we knew that the high school was probably 10-15 years down the
road. There was a need for the community to have a gymnasium because they play a lot of leagues
outdoor courts. We do also have adult leagues that play in the outdoor courts but one of the problems
we’re having with these adult leagues now, is that we cannot find officials. And the reason we cannot
find officials is because the guys who we’re using, are getting ... uh. .. their knees are giving out
because of running up and down on the outdoor courts and trying to keep up with all these young
athletes. So there is a need in the district for a gymnasium for the public. Also in the gym, there’s also
some additional . . . I’ll just say classrooms but that is to address some of the needs of the calls that we
get for the wrestling clubs, gymnastics, hula, you know, all that various, I mean we cannot accommodate
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all the calls that we get. So a lot of these youth groups are still using, still working out of people’s
garages or renting space someplace else at a horrendous rate. So we’re not able to meet all the needs or
the demands that have asked. Now when they build a high school in Kihei, they probably will have a
gymnasium; but again, if you try to use any of the State facilities for County programs, we have a hard
time doing it. But there is a need, there has been a need for about ten years to have a gymnasium. And
... uh... you know, when you’ve got 400-500 kids playing two times a year on an outdoor court and
we have to do it early in the mornings (on Saturday mornings) because it becomes too hot. And we’re
using like the Kamalii School courts and Kalama Park, so we’re using the different courts. So there is a
need because basically South does not, of all the districts in the whole island--

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Yeah.
MR. BUCK: --County does not have a gym.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Right. Iknow the little gym in Haliimaile is used a lot and the little tiny
gym up in Kula, it’s used all the time by the community and by schools too. So ... but I’'m just curious,
you know, how that’s gonna change the whole concept of this park.

MR. BUCK: Right.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: And ...um... so I appreciate that. And I just want to throw in the mix
that ...um... and you’ll probably be hearing about this soon, John, if you haven’t already, but my
office is getting lots of complaints about the noise in the evenings at Kalama. The lights and the noise is
getting unbearable for some people. So ...

MR. BUCK: Yeah, I know. I’ve gotten some of those complaints too. I mean the lights are supposed to be
going off at 9 and then I don’t think that’s really unreasonable . .. um ... but I also look at that now
with what the good job that the community has done with KPAC and all that is ... uh ... people are
actually using the park now. I mean a couple of years ago when we had all the problems, nobody
wanted to use the park. So maybe we’ve done such a good job, maybe we’ve created a monster at the
other end.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Well . ..

MR. BUCK: You know if you . ..uh. .. couple, I mean couple years ago, nobody would have ever thought of
playing volleyball at, you know, in the late evenings at Kalama Park. I’ll be honest with you. Nobody,
when it gets . . . a lot of people didn’t want to use the park during the day, especially down at that end,
because--

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Right.
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MR. BUCK: --it’s just what was going on. But now that there’s . . . we’ve done such a good job of trying to
change that whole element, we got a lot more activities going on there. Maybe that’s ...uh...ina
way, it may be a bad thing for the neighbors; but in a way, in a lot of ways, I think it’s a good thing that
people are actually using the park now. Well we need to address it and see how we can be able to
accommodate those people and still provide what the . . . some of this community wants to.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Yeah. I mean certainly it’s a good thing that there’s more use and I'm
very proud of the fact that Kihei parks are open at night because a lot of our parks are closed at night and
especially in Kihei--because it’s so hot during the day--it’s the evening when people can really come out
and enjoy physical activity such as skating and volleyball and all of that. But we also have to balance
that with the residential area that is adjacent to the park and respect people’s right to peaceful enjoyment
of their home. And I think, you know, after 9 o’clock, it’s only fair to expect that things quiet down so
people can get a good night’s rest.

MR. BUCK: You know, I’'m not gonna disagree with you on that. I figure, we gotta figure out maybe a
program to after 9 o’clock, they have to ... uh ... the park don’t close till 10, so how do we eliminate
the noise between 9 and 10? I mean we’ve been trying to turn off the lights at 9. How do eliminate that
area activity between 9 and 10 because the park basically gets locked up at 10, the bathrooms and
everything else. So I, it’s something we may need to work out.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Just put a timer on the lights and turn ‘em off at 9 on that one court that’s
causing all the noise problems.

MR. BUCK: And from my understanding, that’s supposed to be happening and if it isn’t, just let me know. If
we gotta back it up to 8:45 just so in case there’s a glitch in the electricity, we get a lot of timers going
off, just let us know and we’ll call the main office; but we can work it out. Ifit’s still a problem, let me
know.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Okay. So I would be interested if Mr. Hart could forward whatever
preliminary plans that you’ve already got going for this regional park, so that there’s no surprises at the
end, so we can see what’s going on. Again, it’s unfortunate that . .. um. .. you know, we have such a
limited amount of space and South Maui has so little park space. To give up any of it for reclamation
facility and even a gym is kind of discouraging to me.

CHAIR JOHNSON: And the other thing, keep in mind, that we do have too is the acreage even though it’s
across the street of, you know, on the mauka side of Piilani while it may be difficult, some of the uses,
which are now taking up park space, you know, in this area, such as recycling center, maybe they can be
moved over to another area across the street.

MR. BERTRAM: AndIcouldaddin...uh...
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COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: I don’t think so. I mean they’re planning it to go here right now. It
should have been planned, in my opinion, at the sewage treatment plant area where there’s plenty of
room and it’s an industrial use. Put it there but--

CHAIR JOHNSON: And...
COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: --at any rate.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Yeah. And what I want to focus back on is basically because this was a preliminary
meeting today to address some of the concerns that had been raised and actually move this forward so
that we can implement and actually integrate this into the community plan, what I would like to find out
from the members—in addition to the suggestion made by Councilmember Anderson, with sending a
letter to the Administration--I would like to find out if there’s any other actions that we can take to help
accelerate or bring this process forward. And so members, are there any other suggestions that you
would have as to what we might do as a committee to actually have this be adopted more quickly.
Member Tavares?

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Yeah. I think when it’s ready to go to adoption or inclusion in the Kihei-Makena
Community Plan that a letter be generated and the item referred to the Planning Committee for the
purposes of having it adopted within the Kihei-Wailea Community Plan ... or Kihei-Makena
Community Plan.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay. And that’s something that we can work on and depending on what Mr. Bertram,
and perhaps with the help of Councilmember Anderson, if we can get this to the point where we can
send it forward, I think it’s really important that we move. Councilmember Anderson?

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. And I think maybe another thing that we could
do out of this meeting because it was brought up and it is part of . . . it’s only one example of what this
whole plan is addressing and that’s the connectivity of these open space areas . .. um.. .. that maybe this
committee could send a letter to the Administration in regards to the use of park assessments and that
_..um ... maybe, I know we haven’t discussed this in depth or taken a vote or anything, but all you
gotta do is look at the purpose and intent in the ordinance and ...um. .. maybe send a letter to the
Administration underscoring the fact that our park assessment money is supposed to be spread across the
district and not saved up in one account to take care of one park. I mean many regional parks in this
County were built with bond money, so I don’t know why Kihei’s park assessments all have to be used
for one park, while the rest of it is ignored.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Yeah. And I think that in the context of the greater master plan, particularly as it relates to
this issue, I think that we could integrate that wording into a letter that relates specifically to this subject
because I think that with the master plan and actually, I think, addressing the issues that Mr. Buck
brought up of financing, how do we finance? Where is the money going? And obviously, we cannot use
park assessment for operating funds. So I think if you, Ms. Anderson, would be willing to work with
staff in trying to frame the letter as you had described it in the earlier part of the meeting, if there are no
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objections, the Chair will work with Ms. Anderson and staff to perhaps generate some type of
communication to the Administration just generally posing questions so that when this comes back to us
again, we’ll have a little bit better idea and perhaps a little bit more information for this committee so
that we can move forward and actually take action because this was not designed to be an action
meeting. It was one for information purposes and to frame why this is on the agenda. So if there are no
objections, that would be the Chair’s intent and I think that at this point in time unless there’s anything
else. ..

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Chairman?

CHAIR JOHNSON: If you do, as committee members, want to add anything into that, I'm perfectly willing to
add that into any kind of communication to the Administration.

COUNCILMEMBER MATEOQ: Thank you.
CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes, Member Mateo.

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Thank you, Madam Chair. I guess as Mr. Bertram mentioned earlier, I think it
might be an advantage to . .. uh . . . early on, get some kind of comments from Public Works in terms of
alignment and road use et cetera so that by the time we again have the discussion, we’ll have some
constructive recommendations that we could consider instead of like starting at that particular point
when they come before us.

CHAIR JOHNSON: And the Chair is more than happy to also work with staff to generate some kind of
comment and feedback from Public Works as well because I think that if we’re all moving in the same
direction, we’re all on the same page, we could do this ...uh... in a rather timely basis. And
particularly because the General Plan Advisory Committee is doing their work, maybe what we do, if we
can set a policy already in place, that might help to frame some of their discussions and dialogue as well.
There are . . . is there any further input? Member Anderson.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: I just wanted to thank Joe and Chris for coming and bringing this to us.

MR. HART: Thank you.

MR. BERTRAM: Oh, happy to.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: And for you bringing this forward on your agenda, Madam Chair, so we
can open up the discussion and get moving on this and take it off the shelf and make it a dynamic
working document. Thank you.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you very much. Councilmember Tavares, you had no comment? Well I just want

to thank the members for their participation today and also would like to thank Mr. Hart and
Mr. Bertram. I think that we have a lot of work ahead of us but ... uh. .. having seen the Bark Park
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pieces recently on the news and the importance of that, I think that as our communities change, the
needs change. And I think it was ...uh... can’t remember if it was Councilmember Mateo or
Anderson that said two years. It’s really a lifetime--

MR. BERTRAM: Especially in Kihei. . .. (chuckled) . ..

CHAIR JOHNSON: --if you look at the growth in Kihei--

MR. BERTRAM: Yeah.

CHAIR JOHNSON: --because it really changes so rapidly, and the needs and even the demographic of the
population. So I think we’re coming a long way and 1 thank Mr. Buck. So if there are no further
recommendations, I will work with staff and we will generate something so that when this does come
back to us, we’ll have a little bit more information. Perhaps you’ll have some feedback as well. Thank

you very much, members.

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. (PRESENT: ANDERSON, JOHNSON,
MATEO, AND TAVARES)

ACTION: DEFER.
MR. HART: Thank you.

CHAIR JOHNSON: We closed public testimony. There was no other documentation received for the day, so 1
thank you and I thank staff for their participation. This meeting of June 8™ is hereby adjourned.

... (gavel) . ..

ADJOURN: 3:48 p.m.
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